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	1
	490,250 - 700,590
	Barrier islands


	2
	230,450 - 650,580
	Barrier islands


	3
	
	This image provides a good depiction of North Carolina's barrier islands, which are the narrow strips of sand that parallel the mainland coast. Although the mechaninsm by which they are created is not well understood, they provide two important functions: to protect the coastline from hurricanes or severe storms and to provide important habitat for wildlife both on the island itself and in the salt marsh that forms between the island and the mainland.




