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Wa l ki ng Fi s h i s  a  communi ty s upporte d fis he ry (CSF) tha t l i nks  fis he rme n on
the  coa s t of North Ca rol i na  to cons ume rs  i n the  Tri a ngl e .

A community supported fishery (CSF) i s  ba s e d on the  communi ty s upporte d
a gri cul ture  (CSA) mode l . A CSF i nvol ve s  pre -pa yme nt by cons ume rs  for a
's ha re ’ of fre s h, l oca l l y ha rve s te d s e a food (i .e ., a  s e t a mount of s e a food
ge ne ra l l y pi cke d up by the  cons ume r on a  we e kl y or bi -we e kl y ba s i s ). Jus t a s
CSAs  ca n e ncoura ge  s us ta i na bl e  a nd profita bl e  fa rmi ng pra c ce s , CSFs  ha ve
the  pote nti a l  to do the  s a me  for fi s hi ng.

Thi s  i ni ti a ti ve  ta ke s  root i n the  be l i e f tha t pe opl e  – whe the r the y a re  coa s ta l
fis he rme n or l oca l  cons ume rs  – pl a y a n i mporta nt rol e  i n cre a ng s ol u ons
to the  s oci a l , e conomi c, a nd e nvi ronme nta l  cha l l e nge s  we  fa ce . The  goa l s  of
thi s  bus i ne s s  a re  s i mpl e : to fos te r economic opportunities, to cul va te  healthy
communities, a nd to e ncoura ge  environmental stewardship. We  re cogni ze  tha t
cons e rva on i s  i n ma te l y l i nke d to the  we l l -be i ng of pe opl e  a nd
communi e s , a nd we  be l i e ve  tha t i n orde r to work towa rds  e col ogi ca l
s us ta i na bi l i ty we  mus t a l s o work towa rds  l oca l  e conomi c s ta bi l i ty a nd
s oci a l  e qui ty.

Wa l ki ng Fi s h wa s  i ni a te d by a  group of gra dua te  s tude nts  a t Duke
Uni ve rs i ty's  Ni chol a s  School  of the  Envi ronme nt i n 2009 i n pa rtne rs hi p wi th a
numbe r of North Ca rol i na -ba s e d for-profi t a nd non-profi t orga ni za ti ons .

In 2011 the  core  fis he rme n i nvol ve d i n Wa l ki ng FIs h forme d a  coope ra ti ve  to
a s s ume  l e a de rs hi p for Wa l ki ng Fi s h. The  ne w l e a de rs hi p i s  commi e d to
uphol di ng a  tri pl e  bottom l i ne .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wa l ki ng Fi s h
P.O. Box 2357
Be a ufort, NC 28516-7908

CSF Conta ct: De bra  Ca l l a wa y, CSF Coordi na tor & Boa rd of Di re ctor

i nfo@wa l ki ng-fi s h.org.
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